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Landscapes and gardens play an essential role in the quality of our environment.  Beyond their environmental benefits – among them  improved water quality, reduction of soil erosion, improved air quality and natural resource conservation --  they also provide economic and health benefits on both a personal and a community level. They increase our personal awareness and instill in us a sense of responsibility for our surroundings. 

To encourage beautiful, sustainable landscapes in our community, beautification grants are awarded annually to non-profit organizations.  Funding for the beautification grants comes from the Chaney Beautification Fund, a Field of Interest Fund held at the Community Foundation of Charles County, and provide a connection between Chaney Enterprises and the communities in which it operates.

Unless specified otherwise in the Application, the following grant guidelines apply:

Grant making Focus
· Projects must be located in one or more of the following geographic focus areas: Charles, Calvert, St. Mary’s, Anne Arundel, Caroline and Southern Prince George’s Counties in Maryland;
· Projects must provide benefit to the residents within the geographic focus area(s);
· Special consideration is given to projects that border locations owned and/or operated by Chaney Enterprises;
· Although multi-year funding is not typically provided, organizations engaging in long-term projects are encouraged to apply annually for additional funding;
· Projects that include broad community involvement and support , such as community gardens and public gardens, as well as school-based projects, are encouraged.
· Applicants agree to submit ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos of their project if selected to receive a grant.  Photos submitted by grant recipients may be used by the Chaney Foundation or Community Foundation of Charles County for publicity purposes.  Photos must be submitted via cd or email in a high resolution .jpg file to gretchen.heinze@charlescommunityfoundation.org. 
· Beautification Grant checks may be mailed and later followed with a pre-arranged mutually accepted check signing photo/meeting.  
· Grant awards will typically be $1,000 or less and will be announced during April.
Eligibility
Chaney Beautification grants are provided to 501(c)3 organizations, governmental units, educational institutions and other charitable organizations located in one of the following geographic focus areas who have received tax exempt status.  Applications must include a copy of the submitting organization’s IRS determination letter of non-profit status and a copy of their charitable registration letter issued by the Maryland Secretary of State Charitable Division. 

For eligibility purposes, the following special circumstances shall apply:
· Schools – Each elementary, middle or high school is considered a separate entity and would be eligible to receive one grant per calendar year;
· Higher Education – Each department of a two- or four- year college or university is considered a separate entity and would be eligible to receive one grant per calendar year; and
· Municipal Government – Within municipal governments that serve one of the geographic focus areas,  each department is considered a separate entity and would be eligible to receive one grant per calendar year.
Unacceptable Funding Requests
Deficit financing, endowments, grants to individuals, grants to organizations that do not have nondiscrimination policies, projects that would jeopardize CFCCs 501(c) 3 status, religious organizations for religious programs, any religious organization that requires religious participation in return for non-secular assistance, political or lobbying efforts and organizations outside the defined geographic areas that do not benefit residents within the defined areas.
Matching Funds
All programs and projects require a 100% match of either cash or in-kind goods and services.  If providing in-kind labor, a labor rate of $10 per hour should be assumed when calculating match. (As an example, if 15 hours of labor are required for the construction of a garden, a total of $150 in labor costs (15 hours x $10 per hour) would be eligible as in-kind match. 

Frequency of Funding
As a general rule, organizations will be awarded only one grant per calendar year. As an example, if grants are made available twice during a calendar year, an organization may not apply for a new grant if it applied for and received a grant during the previous grant cycle. However, if the organization applied for a grant during a previous cycle but was not funded, it may apply during another grant cycle in the same year.  Grants are prohibited by organizations who have not completed a project from funding received from the previous year.  

General
If projects include a live component (such as the installation of plant materials for a garden), provisions for the long-term maintenance of those areas must be explained in the proposal.  Grant funding may be utilized for short-term maintenance during the grant period; however, an explanation of how the living components will be maintained over the long-term must be provided in the grant application.

Grant Proposals
Grant proposals will be reviewed by a grant committee, appointed by the CFCC board of directors, composed of members of the board of directors and additional volunteer members of the community. The grant committee will prepare advisory recommendations for funding of proposals and present these recommendations to the CFCC board of directors. All final decisions for funding will be made by the CFCC board of directors.

Grantee Responsibilities
All grantees will enter into an agreement with CFCC and must provide CFCC with financial and narrative reports as required by the Grant Agreement. The reports must explain the status of the project, if it did or is doing what it said it would do, and how grant funds are being expended. Grantees will be expected to use funding within the timeframe specified in the agreement, typically by December 31st of the year in which it was granted. Extensions of time up to six months may be granted, if warranted. Staff and board members reserve the right to conduct site visits to evaluate the status of grant programs.

Grantees will acknowledge CFCC and the Chaney Enterprises as sources of funding by using their logos or a verbal acknowledgment in all publications and/or presentations related to the grant funded program.  

Recipients of a grant award may only use grant funds as specified in the grant agreement.
