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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF CHARLES COUNTY
CELEBRATES GIVING BY RECOGNIZING 

PHILANTHROPISTS, VOLUNTEERS AND NONPROFITS

Waldorf, MD, November 14, 2008 - The Community Foundation of Charles County (CFCC) held its 3rd annual 
Philanthropy Day Luncheon on Friday, November 14, 2008 at the Greater Waldorf Jaycees Community Center.  This year’s 
luncheon’s theme was the Past, Present and Future of the Community.   Mollie Gieseman, Chair of this year’s luncheon, 
eloquently spoke of the “Past” by linking the county’s 350th anniversary to the inductees of the CFCC Philanthropy Hall of 
Fame.   Before she announced the names of the inductees, she thanked them all for their lifetime of giving to the Charles 
County community.  The following were inducted into the CFCC’s Philanthropy Hall of Fame: American Community 
Properties Trust (ACPT); Bobbie and Carl Baldus; P. D. Brown; Chaney Family, Chaney Enterprise, Chaney Foundation; 
Community Bank of Tri-County; Facchina Group of Companies, LLC; Greater Waldorf Jaycees; Verna Posey; and Captain 
Billy Robertson.  

The ‘Present” was represented in many ways: The first was through the keynote speaker of the luncheon, Col. (Ret.) 
Kenneth McCreedy.  He reflected and shared with us how the philanthropic gifts he has received greatly impacted his own 
life and how these experiences have brought he and his family to Southern Maryland. 

Kevin Wedding, Vice-Chair of the CFCC BOD, presented the Philanthropist, Volunteer and Nonprofit of the Year awards. 
He first touched on the importance of giving in today’s economic crisis and thanked all the nominees for their gifts of time, 
money and service to Charles County. “Today the need is greater”, Wedding stated, “so think how you too can make a 
greater difference.”

The annual award recipients are as follows: Philanthropist of the Year – Michael Besche for his track record and 
commitment to making life better in Charles County by giving to the community through his own foundation and leading 
others to give as Chair of CSM Campaign ($4M). Nonprofit of the Year – Citizens for the Charles County Public Library – for 
their accomplishments to expand public awareness and support for the Charles County Public Library by introducing new 
projects to help others such as the Cooperating Collection Of The Foundation Center and upgrading their technology with 
the help of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The Volunteer of the Year  - Bobbie Baldus for spearheading the 



celebration of Charles County’s 350th anniversary through lectures, birthday parties, galas and more. She works tirelessly 
for the love of Charles County.  

Executive Director, Gretchen Heinze Hardman, reminded the guests the CFCC’s mission statement stresses stewardship 
and collaboration.  Then announced the creation of their newest endowed donor-advised fund named the Southern 
Maryland Women’s League (SMWL) Fund.  The Fund initially was created with $10,000 and then Frank Chaney matched 
their gift.  So the group presented an oversized check for $20,000 at the luncheon. 

The luncheon concluded with Frank Chaney, Chair of the CFCC BOD, speaking of the “Future” of Charles County.  Among 
other things, he encouraged folks to review the Priority Needs Assessment (each guest received a copy) and to find your 
own cause . . . “Let’s fix the problem,” he stated. 


